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PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 
COMMITTEE 

 
Minutes of a Meeting of the Planning & Development Committee 

held in the Meeching Hall, Fort Road, Newhaven, 
on Tuesday 8th May 2018 at 7.15pm. 

 
 
PRESENT:  Councillors Steve Saunders (Chair) 
     Tony Bradbury (Vice Chair) 
     Graham Amy 

Keith Corbett 
     Angela Simmons 
     Pat Clarke   
       
 
ALSO ATTENDING:   Susie Mullins, Head of Strategic Development 
     3 Members of the public 
       
 
 
P315/18  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

There were none. 
 

P316/18  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

There were none. 
 
P317/18  MINUTES 
 

The Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 17th April 2018 were considered. 
 
RESOLVED: 
That these Minutes as drafted be signed by the Chair as a true record of the  
proceedings. 
 

P318/18  PETITIONS/PUBLIC QUESTIONS 
 

A member of the public, Mr A Price, raised concern over the lack of power used by 
the Town Council, in ensuring best outcomes for Newhaven.   The example of the 
planning approval for Grays School was cited, including the lack of an up to date 
Ecological Survey.  He also advised that he would have liked to have seen more 
pressure bought to bear on Lewes District Council and he considered it a missed 
opportunity with a suggestion that the Chairman stand down from his position if he 
felt powerless. 
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The Chairman disputed the opinion of Mr A Price and said that he felt that 
everything that could have been done was done by town councillors with regard to 
this matter.  He felt that the comments made were totally unfounded and based on a 
lack of understanding of what had been done.  Mr Price objected to the remarks of 
the Chairman and said that he felt that his attitude fell short of what was expected of 
an elected representative.  He said he wished to complain about this. The Chairman 
advised that he could make a formal complaint if he wished to. 
 
Mr A Price also raised concerns that the consultation on the South East Water ‘Draft 
Water Resources Plan 2020 – 2080’ had only just been brought to a committee for 
discussion.  He was advised that the Town Council had only recently been advised 
about the consultation period and the Planning Committee was the first available 
committee where the item could be discussed. 
 
Mr A Price raised serious concerns about the detail of the water resources plan, in 
particular with regard to the projected increase in population.  The Head of Strategic 
Development agreed that the projected figures sounded shocking and offered the 
member of the public a leaflet she had been given by South East Water regarding 
how they had arrived at these figures. 

   
 
P319/18  PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

The Committee considered the following planning applications:- 

LW/18/0268 Pleasant House, Palmerston Road 
   Planning Application – Variation of condition 2 relating to  
                        planning approval LW/16/0634 to provide for an additional      
                        occupant within the residential home for 9 Points Property Ltd.  

 
Following discussion, it was 
RESOLVED: 
To object strongly to this application on the following grounds 

 Concerns raised as residency only commenced in October 
2017 so these changes are very soon after implementation. 

 Impact on parking for the residents which is likely to increase 
in demand by an additional student proposed. 

 Insufficient parking which currently is causing negative 
impacts on nearby properties. 

 Already poor on street parking. 

 Unneighbourly noise issues which are likely to intensify with 
an additional student. 
 

Note – Members requested that Environmental Health be approached to investigate 
noise and public amenity impacts.  

 
  LW/18/0317 78A Brighton Road 

Planning Application – 2 storey side extension. 
 
Following discussion, it was 
RESOLVED: 
To raise no objections to this application. 

     
 
 
 
P320/18 EAST SUSSEX COUNTY COUNCIL LEWES DISTRICT PARKING REVIEW 
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  The committee considered the report. 
 
  RESOLVED: 

To welcome the proposals. 
 
P321/18 DRAFT WATER RESOURCES MANAGEMENT PLAN 2020-2080   
 

The committee considered the report. 
 
  RESOLVED: 

That officers write in response to the Consultation to strongly object to a new 
treatment works and pipelines.  The view was made that there is no land available 
in Newhaven due to the following reasons: 
 

 the town is surrounded by the South Downs National Park 
 sites outside of the Park have other environmental value 
 brownfield sites form part of regeneration proposals for the town 
 traffic challenges during construction.  

 
Note -  Members asked that South East Water be requested to allow an extension 
of time to allow a more detailed consultation response.  

 
P322/18  PLANNING DECISIONS 
 
 The committee noted a report on recent planning decisions by Lewes District 

Council.   
 
  Members requested that a letter be written on behalf of the committee to express 

concern about the decision to approve  the planning application redevelopment of 
Grays School if without a further Ecological survey, especially as site hasn’t been in 
use for last 4 years and has been populated by new species.  

 
 Councillor Corbett suggested that a fauna and flora survey is required for such 

proposals under EU and National legislation.  
 

 
 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.29pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
Date:  …………………………………… ………………………………..…………………Chairman 


