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NEWHAVEN Neighbourhood Plan 

Local Green Spaces Report – February 2017 

 

Introduction  
 

1. Even without the additional development committed and planned for in Newhaven, 
the informal recreation study published over 10 years ago identified a deficiency of 
accessible greenspace in Newhaven.  Since that time developers have put forward 
proposals to build on open space with high amenity value, although these ideas have 
not progressed.  These proposals have given rise to considerable concern amongst 
residents that precious amenity areas will be lost and so there is a real appetite 
locally to provide protection for green space. 

 
2. Trees and shrubs contribute to the softening of the hard urban environment, 

provide shelter and shade and support biodiversity.  Studies have identified that 
Newhaven is also lacking in urban amenity/civic greenspace and soft landscaping is 
one way of maintaining and improving ‘green’ elements within the town, especially 
where there is no land to create new green amenity spaces. 

 
3. Many streets within the town have buildings positioned hard against the pavement, 

which makes providing civic space and street planting impossible.  However, there 
are development sites in prominent locations which could be planted up with 
species appropriate to the confined environment and resistant to pollution, which 
will provide a general greening to the town. 

 
4. Including soft landscaping in development proposals will improve the urban 

environment and contribute to people’s health, well-being and quality of life. 
 

5. Newhaven has nationally and locally recognised areas of nature conservation 
importance. The cliffs at Castle Hill and westwards form part of the Brighton and 
Lewes Downs Biosphere, are a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) as well as a 
Site of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI) and a Local Nature Reserve (LNR).  
Meeching Down, Bollens Bush and the Ouse Estuary are SNCIs. Bollens Bush is also a 
LNR. 

 
6. The study of the biodiversity of these and other sites, shows Newhaven to have a 

richness of bio-diversity which is in stark contrast to the heavily contaminated 
manufacturing, aggregate and waste sites that also form part of the local landscape.  
Habitats and biodiversity in these areas are vulnerable and with the focus on 
Newhaven for regeneration including economic development, sites will remain at 
risk. 
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7. The levels of housing growth proposed will create higher footfall and therefore 
greater negative impacts on sites of nature conservation importance are likely. 
Enhancement of habitats will help build resilience to biodiversity impacts.   

 
 

What does Local Green Space Designation mean? 

 
Within a Neighbourhood Planning process, communities can designate certain areas of land 
as Local Green Spaces.  This is as described in the National Planning Policy Framework 
(NPPF) as “a way to provide special protection against development for green areas of 
particular importance to local communities.” 
 
Designating any Local Green Space will need to be consistent with local planning for 
sustainable development in the area and should not be used in a way that undermines the 
aim of plan making, such as being used in a way to constrict development.  
This report will provide background evidence in allocating any land in the Neighbourhood 
Plan as ‘Local Green Space’. 
 
 

NPPF and Local Green Spaces  
 
The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) states at paragraphs 76-78:  
 

76. Local communities through local and neighbourhood plans should be able to 

identify for special protection green areas of particular importance to them. By 

designating land as Local Green Space local communities will be able to rule out new 

development other than in very special circumstances. Identifying land as Local 

Green Space should therefore be consistent with the local planning of sustainable 

development and complement investment in sufficient homes, jobs and other 

essential services. Local Green Spaces should only be designated when a plan is 

prepared or reviewed, and be capable of enduring beyond the end of the plan period.  

 

77. The Local Green Space designation will not be appropriate for most green areas 

or open space. The designation should only be used: 

● where the green space is in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves;  

● where the green area is demonstrably special to a local community and holds a 

particular local significance, for example because of its beauty, historic significance, 

recreational value (including as a playing field), tranquillity or richness of its wildlife; 

and  

● where the green area concerned is local in character and is not an extensive tract 

of land.  

 

Therefore specific areas of land that are demonstrably special to the local community may 
be protected against development through designation as Local Green Space (LGS) and can 
be applied through a Neighbourhood Plan, although this appraisal is mindful of paragraph 77 
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in the NPPF which states  “designation will not be appropriate for most areas of open 
space”.  
 
Both public and private land can be designated.  Designating an area would “give it 
protection such that development on such land would be considered to be “inappropriate” 
and could only be justified on the grounds of “very special circumstances”.   
 

Local Green Space Criteria 
 
In accordance with the criteria set out in the NPPF, sites assessed for Local Green Space 
designation in the Newhaven Neighbourhood Plan have been considered in the context set 
out below: 
 

1) Reasonably close proximity to community (The land must not be isolated from the 
community and would normally be within easy walking distance of the community 
served.) 
 

2) Demonstrably special to a local community 
 

a. Beauty: This relates to the visual attractiveness of the site, and its 
contribution to landscape, character and or setting of the settlement. LGS 
would need to contribute to local identity, character of the area and a sense 
of place, and make an important contribution to the physical form and 
layout of the settlement. It may link up with other open spaces and allow 
views through or beyond the settlement which are valued locally. 

 
b. Historic significance: The land should provide a setting for, and allow views 

of, heritage assets or other locally-valued landmarks. It may be necessary to 
research historic records from the County Archaeologist or National or Local 
Records Office. 

 
c. Recreational value: It must have local significance for recreation, perhaps 

through the variety of activities it supports, and be of value to the 
community. 

 
d. Tranquillity: does the open space provide an oasis of calm and a space for 

quiet reflection. 
 

e. Richness of wildlife: This might include the value of its habitat, and priority 
areas may have been identified by the council. It may require some 
objective evidence, such as a designation, like a wildlife site or Local Nature 
Reserve.  

 
3) Not an Extensive Tract of land.  What constitutes an extensive tract of land is not 

defined in the NPPF and is open to interpretation. Government guidance states 
“There are no hard and fast rules about how big a Local Green Space can be because 
places are different and a degree of judgement will inevitably be needed”. However 
blanket designation of open countryside adjacent to settlements is not appropriate.  

 
The following Green spaces were all identified through; responses to the Neighbourhood 
Plan Survey, evidence form the Local Spaces group and site visits. All these sites were 
assessed against the criteria listed above.  
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Site Appraisals  

 
The following table seeks to assess each site for its compliance with the NPPF criteria.  
Justification for the assessment made is then made under the heading Site Appraisals and 
Information. 
 
Key:  Green – meets the criteria very well 
 Light green – meets the criteria  
 Yellow – meets some of the criteria 
 Orange – only meets few of the criteria or none 
 
Table 1 – Site Appraisals  
 

Ref 
 

Site Name Size 
(acres) 

Criteria measure 
 

1 2 31 
 

    A 
Beauty 

B 
History 
 

C 
Recreation 
Value 

D 
Tran- 
quillity 

E 
Fauna 
Flora 

 

1 Fort Road Recreation 
Ground 

 
 

      No 

2 Lewes Road 
Recreation Ground 

 
 

      No 

3 Riverside Park  
 

      No 

4 Denton Recreation 
Ground 

 
 

      No 

5 Avis Road Recreation 
Ground  

 
 

      No 

6 Denton Cricket 
Ground 

 
 

      No 

7 Drove Park 
 

 
 

      No 

8 Eastside Recreation 
Ground 
 

 
 

      No 

9 Western Road 
Amenity Area 

 
 

      No 

10 Meeching Down  
 

      No 

11 Huggetts Green  
 

      No 

12 Castle Hill Nature 
Reserve 

 
 

      No 

13 West Quay Open 
Space 

 
 

      No 

14 Valley Ponds  
 

      No 

15 Bay Vue Amenity Area 
 

       No 
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16 Valley Road Play Area 
 

       No 

17 Bollens Bush 
 

       No 

18 
 

Ouse Estuary Nature 
Reserve 

       No 

19 
 

Nuns Walk        No 

20 Neills Close 
 

       No 

21 Green Space, South 
West of Denton Island 

       No 

  A 
Beauty 

B 
History 
 

C 
Recreation 
Value 

D 
Tranq
uillity 

E 
Fauna 
Flora 

 

 1                             2 3 

 

Location map of Sites Appraised 
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Site Information and Appraisals 
 
 

Fort Road Recreation Ground 
 

 
 
 
History 
 
Fort Road Recreation Ground was given to the town of Newhaven in 1889 by Henry North 
Holroyd, 3rd Earl of Sheffield, who was a major landowner in the town during the nineteenth 
century.  The 3rd Earl was a renowned patron of cricket locally, nationally and internationally 
and the land was given to the town to ensure that the people of Newhaven could continue 
to play cricket in perpetuity.  As well as playing a leading role in the MCC and Sussex County 
Cricket Club, Lord Sheffield arranged and financed the 1891-92 England cricket tour to 
Australia.  The Earl was also the patron and friend of Edward Gibbon, the historian – Gibbon 
Road in Newhaven was so named after the Gibbon family who were lords of the manor of 
Meeching before it passed into the Sheffield family through marriage.   
 
Newhaven Cricket Club was started by the Earl in 1870 and has played cricket on the site 
ever since.  Newhaven Bowling Club was founded at the Sheffield Hotel, close to the 
recreation ground in 1902 and moved to the recreation ground in 1920.  Newhaven Football 
Club was formed in 1889 – Lord Sheffield was the club’s first president. 
 
Assessment 
 
The recreation ground is located adjacent to Castle Hill nature reserve and provides formal 
recreation facilities as well as open managed grass for informal recreation.  



7 

 

 
As well as its historic importance due to its links with the Earl of Sheffield and the history of 
cricket in this country, the recreation ground provides interesting views of Castle Hill and 
Newhaven Fort.  The Fort is a nationally important historic monument – a Palmerston fort 
built in the 1860s to defend the harbour.  Castle Hill itself is an even older historic site – it is 
thought that the first fortifications were built on the hill around 400BC. 
 
Formal sports provision at the recreation ground includes the cricket pavilion, pitch and 
square and two artificial practice wickets, 3 football pitches for use in the winter, the bowls 
club building and green (which includes a public rink), a basketball court/ball games/BMX 
area, a skate park and three tennis courts.  There is also a children’s play area and an adult 
green gym located adjacent to Fort Road. 
 
Although the recreation ground is a highly managed green environment, it does have its own 
serene and tranquil beauty, located as it is adjacent to the river and beneath the green 
backdrop of Castle Hill.  It provides important context to the nature reserve at Castle Hill.  It 
is also very important to residents of the town as a recreation area as it continues its historic 
role of providing a range of formal sports activities, some of which are under-represented 
elsewhere in the town. 
 
Management 
 
Fort Road Recreation Ground is currently owned and managed by Lewes District Council, 
which took ownership and responsibility for the site from the former Newhaven Urban 
District Council on local government re-organisation in 1974.   
 
The District Council has agreed to devolve the site to Newhaven Town Council.  Legal work 
on the transfer is expected to commence in the next 12-18 months.  The Town Council is 
looking forward to safeguarding this important historic and recreational asset for the town’s 
residents and intends to continue to provide the same sort of range of recreational 
opportunities for local people there. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



8 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Lewes Road Recreation Ground 

 
 
History 
 
Lewes Road Recreation Ground was purchased together with other land nearby by 
Newhaven Urban District Council in 1950 from the Saltdean Estate Company Limited and 
Dorothy Winifred Turvey.  Land forming part of this purchase to the north of the recreation 
ground (Riverside Park, assessed separately in this study) was used as a land raise site, but 
the recreation ground does not form part of the area used for land raise and was set aside 
by the Urban District Council for recreational use. 
 
It has been held by Lewes District Council since local government re-organisation in 1974 as 
public open space subject to S. 123 (2A) of the Local Government Act 1972. 
   
The recreation ground, along with Riverside Park to the north was sold to an investment 
company in 2012 in order that the site could be developed as a waterpark, a move which 
was viewed with considerable dismay by many local people. This development never 
proceeded and the site was sold back to the District Council.  Subsequently local people have 
formed a local group with the expressed intention of protecting the area including Riverside 
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Park.  Further details on this local community action group are highlighted under the 
Riverside Park assessment. 
 
 
Assessment 
 
The main part of the recreation ground consists of a regularly mown grassed area suitable 
for picnics, ball games and dog walking.  The area used to be used for formal football 
matches in the winter, but the ground is very wet due to its location adjacent to the river 
and so it has not been found suitable for this purpose for many years.  In the summer, when 
the ground is drier the site is suitable for fairgrounds and fetes.   There is a children’s play 
area and community garden around the town council’s social centre at the southern end of 
the site.  At the eastern side of the recreation ground there is a footpath that leads to 
Riverside Park and a cycle path that forms part of the emerging Egrets Way Lewes to 
Newhaven cycle path.    Riverside Park can also be directly accessed via paths at the 
northern end of the recreation ground. 
 
Along the eastern edge of the recreation ground there are ditches and wetland areas with 
some importance in terms of biodiversity and habitat provision for wetland species of 
wildlife. 
 
The beauty of the riverside location is marred by the close proximity of the county’s waste 
incinerator on the opposite side of the river.  However, the recreation ground provides a 
context and an entry point to the wider and wilder Riverside Park open space adjacent to it 
and forms an important part of the green space provision in this part of the town. 
 
Management 
 
Although the District Council owns the land, it has not managed it since local government re-
organisation.  Newhaven Town Council has managed the site since 1975, when an informal 
agreement was reached with the District Council. 
 
The District Council has agreed to devolve the site to Newhaven Town Council.  Legal work 
on the transfer has already started and is expected to be completed within six months.  As 
the Town Council already manages the site, this will not result in any change to the 
management of the site. 
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Riverside Park 

 
 
History 
 

Following the purchase of this area in 1950 as described above, the area which is now 
known as Riverside Park was opened as a landfill site by Newhaven Urban District Council in 
1963. The tip was subsequently used by Lewes District Council and East Sussex County 
Council as responsibilities changed. The site closed in September 1981 when restoration 
began. The site was restored by the County Council’s Landscape Team and passed to the 
Countryside Maintenance Team in April 2005. 

Following the sale of Lewes District Council’s part of Riverside Park to a developer in 2012 
(and the subsequent return of the land to Lewes District Council) the group ‘Friends of 
Riverside Park’ was created.  They have developed a vision for the open space as set out 
below:  
 

FRIENDS OF RIVERSIDE PARK VISION 
 

Riverside Park is one of the few remaining level open public recreational spaces in 
Newhaven, under minimal management and not reserved as a sports ground, that is open to 
all residents. The two existing recreation and sports grounds are on the southern edge of the 
community, at some distance from the Valley Road area. It is close to the Valley Ponds area, 
which is a well-known and well-loved area of informal grassland and small lakes in the midst 
of the Valley. Riverside Park is adjacent to and within the immediate setting of the South 
Downs National Park, providing a natural buffer on the boundary of the town and the 
National Park. 
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Our Aim and what is happening now 
The Friends of Riverside Park initial aim was to safeguard the area known as Riverside Park 
Newhaven and the adjacent Lewes Road recreation ground as public open space for future 
generations, working with the owners of the site to manage the area for biodiversity and 
public recreation. 
Moving forward our vision for the area would be to maintain the Park as a community space 
with the emphasis on “access for all”. This is currently being achieved by the Management 
Plan which has been designed to improve the natural habitat of the area and provide a level, 
circular path so that the whole community can enjoy the delights of the Park. 
 
Enhancement for users 
We want to encourage users of all ages and abilities to enjoy the natural surroundings to 
improve overall health and wellbeing by the provision of improved, and a greater selection, 
of play equipment for all ages. At our initial consultation with the community, users 
suggested extending the existing children’s play area on the recreation ground and provide a 
better selection of equipment, suitable for all age groups and to include an outdoor gym. 
Provision of toilet facilities during community events to be held on the Rec and Park would 
encourage better participation. Free use of the existing hut during events would help not 
only us but encourage people to visit the Community Garden. 
 
Better Access and New Paths to Walk 
Access for all is important to us and we are pleased that the new circular path being built 
with S106 moneys is going ahead. We feel that a made up path from the Lewes Road along 
the north western edge of the recreation ground would further assist, with simple steps cut 
into the slope for users to access the upper area of the Park. A dog bin at the top would be 
appreciated as this is an area where many dog users dispose of their bags in the 
undergrowth. Opening up of the old “tip site” would further enable push chairs, mobility 
scooters and wheelchairs to access the Park from this side. 
To provide areas on the wider Park for time to sit and relax and take in the wildlife. The S106 
moneys have provided for a limited number of seats; we believe it would be beneficial to 
also provide benches and picnic tables with litter bins. Friends of Riverside Park regularly 
organise community litter picks at weekends, and would be willing to volunteer a rota 
system to assist with emptying litter bins for collection by the Waste Team at the District 
Council. 
 
Expanding the vision 
We envisage opening up the drainage ditches which are currently overgrown to 
encourage a pond effect, with a bridge or walkway from the furthest end of an 
extended children’s play area across the “ditch/pond” to give access on to the upper parts of 
the Park. 
 
Access and enjoyment of our natural wildlife 
Our vision of providing a nature walk in the future includes a boardwalk on the northern part 
where the marshland area is and to connect the northern part where the bird hide is to be 
positioned to meet up with the Egrets Way path. 
As part of the S106 spend an interpretation board has been commissioned. We feel a notice 
board including a map at the entrance showing where the different habitat areas are, noting 
in particular the circular walk, board walk, bird hide, hibernacula etc would enhance the 
enjoyment of users. 
 
Linking both ends of the Egret’s Way - Reaching out 
Going into the future we would envisage a “community hub” similar to the Linklater Pavilion 
in Lewes where local schools and youth groups could visit for “nature trips”. We are already 
aware that there are a number of Geocache sites and that the local Scouting Group use the 
Park for orienteering. Other groups, such as birdwatchers and other wildlife groups from a 
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much wider area of Sussex, already value Riverside Park for the haven it provides for many 
species of birds, animals and plants. 
 
Threats to our vision 
There is enormous pressure to find homes for local people. This pressure is opening all open 
spaces in public ownership to the potential threat of development. At the same time, the 
benefits of informal recreation, to the health and physical and mental wellbeing of all 
sections of community, is well established, and is clearly of value to all residents, irrespective 
of where they live. Residents of the areas most attractive to the developers should not be 
condemned to losing their open spaces as a consequence of being inadvertent targets for 
housing, or inappropriate development for private gain. 
 
Strength of our vision 
Newhaven has a history of having to fight for those things it values, things which in other 
communities are seen as their right. From its experience over the years, it has learnt that 
nothing will be automatically granted without struggle and reaction from residents. Against 
a background of efforts to build a swimming pool, (finally built by public subscription from 
this community) and campaigns to reopen our West Beach, or resist an incinerator, this 
community knows that anything it values has to be fought for, even if those fights are not 
always successful. This is a much used and much appreciated open area, and the community 
will expect us to fight for this as well. We believe we have the good will of our community 
behind us, and the devolution of public amenity to local communities can only work in our 
favour. 
 
We are: 
Friends of Riverside Park, a group of friends, volunteers and local residents who are 
committed to enhancing Riverside Park in line with this vision, and campaigning to protect 
this area from opportunistic development, so that it can be enjoyed by all residents as 
minimally managed open space. 
The group came together in response to an attempt to exploit this public area for 
inappropriate private gain. We will do all we can as private individuals who help to maintain 
the area on a voluntary basis, to resist any other attempts to exploit this public space for 
private profit, while working to enhance this land for cost-free public enjoyment. 
 
Summary of our Vision 
• Safeguard Riverside Park for public enjoyment 
• Access for all 
• Enjoyment of the natural environment including wildlife 
• Extended playground and outdoor adult gym/fitness trail 
• Access to toilet facilities 
• Free use of hut 
• Circular all weather path 
• New path along northwest side of rec and new steps up to park 
• More bins around path 
• Informal seating and picnic areas in park 
• Constructive use of old amenity site to improve access 
• Boardwalk for wetland area of park 
• Information and interpretation boards 
• Enhanced entrance to “Egret’s Way” path 
• Community hub built to match Linklater Building on Railway Land 
• No inappropriate use for private profit or gain 
Friends of Riverside Park May 2016 
 

 
Assessment 
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East Sussex County Council describes Riverside Park as a unique, largely brownfield site with 
a strong sense of place. At the fringes the site blends well into the local wetland landscape 
character of the lower Ouse Estuary. There is a fairly strong sense of enclosure within the 
site, although the panoramic views lend a feeling of openness and space. 

A wide range of habitats exist. At lower levels there are ponds, ditches and reed beds. As 
you rise you travel through bare ground, herb rich grassland, scrub and trees. The wildlife 
experience is now varied as the site has matured. 

It now holds a range of vegetation and some very interesting ecology. It is designated a Site 
of Nature Conservation Interest (SNCI). 

It scores highly for its beauty within the site and for views outwards towards the South 
Downs National Park.  It has high informal recreational value and is a place for 
contemplation and relaxation as well as the more immediate needs of exercise and dog 
walking. 

Due to the vegetation and the adjacent river it has a sense of tranquillity as there are areas 
where outside views are hidden and it has become a haven for wildlife, as evidenced by the 
Site of Nature Conservation Importance designation. 

 
Management 
 
The southern section of Riverside Park is owned by Lewes District Council and the northern 
section by East Sussex County Council. 
The District Council has agreed to devolve its land at Riverside Park to Newhaven Town 
Council.  Legal work on the transfer is expected to commence in the next 12-18 months. 
 
The area is lightly managed as an area for wildlife and nature.  Some work was carried out 
recently onsite by East Sussex County Council using funds from the Section 106 agreement 
for the nearby incinerator.  The assets provided as part of this will be maintained by the 
County Council using those funds for five years.  The Friends of Riverside Park group holds 
monthly volunteer events onsite and carries out some maintenance, such as litter picking 
and habitat enhancement.  Once the site is devolved, the town council will retain the same 
management practices to safeguard the area for local people. 

 
 
 
 
 



14 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Denton Recreation Ground 
 

 
History 
 
Denton Recreation Ground was purchased by Newhaven Urban District Council from a local 
landowner in 1956.  Interestingly, the map accompanying the deed of transfer shows there 
were already swings and a slide on the site.   
 
The recreation ground passed to Lewes District Council on local government re-organisation 
in 1974 and was purchased from them by Newhaven Town Council in 1994. 
 
Assessment 
 
The recreation ground has a large children’s play area which is of great recreational value to 
local children and young people.  It includes a multi-purpose games area and play equipment 
for a wide age range and for less able children.  There are also picnic tables, a grassed area 
suitable for ball games and other leisure activities, a wildflower area, shrubs and trees. 
 
The recreation ground is linked to the Avis Road Recreation Ground by a short footpath and 
forms part of a linked series of green spaces providing valued green space amenity on the 
eastern side of the river for local residents.  It is adjacent to the local primary school, 
surrounded by housing and is well used by local families.  
 
Management 
 
The recreation ground is owned and managed by Newhaven Town Council. 
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Avis Road Recreation Ground 
  

 
 
History 
 
The Avis Road Recreation Ground was purchased by Lewes District Council from a local 
landowner in 1986.  Prior to that it was a field, used for grazing cattle. 
 
Assessment 
 
The recreation ground consists mainly of a level grassed area which is kept regularly mown.  
There are goal posts on site and it is an ideal area for playing football, as well as being 
suitable for other formal and informal ball games, picnics and dog walking. There are a 
number of trees around the edges of the site and a ditch also runs along the southern 
perimeter of the site, providing some habitat for waterborne wildlife, although its main 
purpose is drainage. 
 
 The site is linked by a short footpath to the Denton Recreation Ground immediately to the 
north-east and forms part of a linked series of green spaces on the eastern side of the river. 
 
A busy road abuts the site impacting on any sense of stillness and tranquility.  On the far side 
of the road can be seen the Avis Way Industrial Area. 
 
It is highly valuable as a level sports ground in this area where residential properties are built 
on sloping land and the open downland beyond is also a steep gradient and uneven ground. 
 
Local Green Space Management 
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The site is owned and managed by Lewes District Council.  The District Council has agreed to 
devolve the site to Newhaven Town Council.  Legal work on the transfer has already started 
and is expected to be completed within six months.   The town council will continue to 

manage the site in the same way.  
 
 

Denton Cricket Ground 

 
 
History 
 
This site was purchased by Newhaven Urban District Council from a local landowner in 1964.  
It passed to Lewes District Council on local government re-organisation in 1974 and has been 
leased by Denton Cricket Club for more than twenty years. 
 
Assessment 
 
Denton Cricket ground is bounded to the west by Avis Way industrial estate and to the east 
by Avis Road which provides a link between the A259 and A26.  The Avis Road Recreation 
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Ground is immediately to the north on the opposite side of Avis Road and so the cricket 
ground forms part of a linked series of green spaces on the eastern side of the river.  There 
are industrial views from the cricket ground to the west and a sense of activity from the 
road, which create negative elements that impact on the beauty and tranquillity of this open 
space. 
 
This is a level site which is valuable for formal sports, in an area where there is much sloping 
ground. 
 
The site is directly linked to the Drove Park to the south, where there is an abundance of 
wildlife attracted to water features.   Although the cricket ground itself is a highly managed 
area, there are trees and hedges to the periphery of the site. Ditches surround the cricket 
ground on all sides which provide habitat for aquatic wildlife and there is an area of rough 
grass, brambles, reeds and sedges between the cricket ground itself and Drove Park proper 
which provides a good habitat for all kinds of wildlife. 
 
Management 
 
The site is owned and managed partially by Lewes District Council and partially by the 
Cricket Club.  The District Council has agreed to devolve the site to Newhaven Town Council.  
Legal work on the transfer has already started and is expected to be completed within six 
months.   The town council will continue to manage the site with the Cricket Club in the 
same way.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



19 

 

 
Drove Park 
 

 
 
History 
 
This is land that was “left over” following the development of the adjacent sites for the 
Sainsburys Superstore and the Premier Inn.  The freeholder remains Bass Developments Ltd, 
the original developer of the two sites.  In 1996 the site was leased to Lewes District Council 
for the purposes of public space and for sports pitches.   
 
At the time the lease was signed, the land was mainly rough grass and scrub.  The site has 
been turned into a nature reserve with three ponds, mown grass areas and footpaths criss-
crossing the site.  
 
Assessment 
 
This miniature man made urban nature reserve at Drove Park is a pleasant area of ponds and 
winding paths that provides a welcome green space for visitors to the adjacent Premier Inn 
and occupants of the adjacent employment units, that form part of the Avis Way industrial 
site.  It provides pedestrian access from Denton to the Sainsburys supermarket and is 
popular with shoppers and local families who visit to feed the ducks. 
 
Despite the proximity of these urban features the park feels self-contained and at times 
there is a sense of remoteness and tranquillity supported by the tall reeds and periphery 
vegetation. 
 
This area is an important space for informal recreation and the ducks and coots that inhabit 
the pond help to provide a sense of escapism. 

There are three man made ponds that differ in depth and are important to lots of different 
wildlife. 
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The shallowest pond is only wet during the winter months and in early spring used by 
amphibians that are emerging from their winter hibernation in nearby hibernaculum (a safe 
place for hibernating).  

The next pond is deeper and so holds water all year. There is a small patch of open water 
surrounded by dense common reed. This is a refuge for reed warblers that migrate here 
from Africa in the summer. These elusive birds are hardly even seen, but their loud warbling 
song can be heard throughout the summer. 

The third pond is the largest and the most amount of open water with a dense reed edge. 
This pond attracts a number of water birds, including moorhen and a heron. 

The ponds are surrounded by grass areas which are allowed to grow long until the end of 
summer. This provides habitat for lots of insects which is important supporting other 
wildlife. The grass is cut at the end of summer and the cuttings taken away, this helps lower 
the nutrients in the soil and encourage more wild flowers. 

Designations 

 Although this site has no statutory designations it is managed as an important wildlife site. 

Management 
 
The site is currently leased and managed by Lewes District Council.  The District Council has 
agreed to devolve the site to Newhaven Town Council.  Legal work on the transfer has 
already started and is expected to be completed within six months.   The town council will 
continue to manage the site as a wildlife site and amenity area for local residents. 
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Eastside Recreation Ground 

 
 
History 
 
This site was purchased by the Newhaven Urban District Council from local landowners 
under two conveyances – one in 1929 in order to use the land as a recreation ground, and a 
second in 1964 in order to extend the recreation ground. 
 
When local government was re-organised in 1974 the land was passed to Lewes District 
Council.   
 
Assessment 
 
This recreation ground is located in the mixed residential/employment area of Eastside.  It 
provides a mown grassed area used during the winter as a senior football pitch, changing 
facilities and a good size children’s play area. 
 
To the north and east is brownfield land with planning permission to provide residential 
development with some 335 homes.  
 
The space is bounded on its eastern side by a stream and allotments.  Despite the fact that 
the stream has been heavily polluted further south by outputs from nearby factories, Great 
Crested Newts can be found in the part of the stream by the recreation ground.  There is 
also a pond adjacent to the allotments which provides habitat for aquatic wildlife and the 
fringes of the recreation ground to the east provide long grass and trees which link to the 
Ouse Valley Nature reserve to the east. 
 
The recreation ground provides a tranquil oasis of green space, situated as it is in a highly 
urban and industrialised landscape.  It’s recreational and amenity value therefore is high.   
 
Management 
 
The site is currently owned and managed by Lewes District Council.  The District Council has 
agreed to devolve the site to Newhaven Town Council.  Legal work on the transfer has 
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already started and is expected to be completed within six months.   The town council will 
continue to manage the site in the same way as it is managed now. 
 
 

 
 
 

Western Road Amenity Area 
 

 
 
 
History 
 
It seems likely that this site was set aside as open green space when the surrounding 
housing estate was built in the 1950s and 1960s. 
 
Assessment 
 
This amenity area is located on the valley side south of western road.  A small flat area hosts 
a childrens play area, but otherwise there is a mixture of short grass, trees and shrubs.  It 
provides a natural area in stark contrast to the built up valley side in this part of Newhaven 
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and flats, houses and roads bound the site on all sides. In the site appraisal it scored highly 
for its recreational value but less so for all the other criteria relating to its uniqueness to the 
local area.  
 
Management 
 
The site is owned and managed by Lewes District Council. 
 

 
 
 
Meeching Down 
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History 
 
Part of this area was once used for quarrying.  Colloquially it is known as ‘The Union’ owing 
to its association with the old union workhouse that lay to the east of the site.  Nearby there 
are the base remnants of an old windmill. 
 
Assessment 
 
Meeching Down is an area of open grassland and deciduous woodland with understory and 
scrub. There are outcrops of rocks and loose sand and the area forms part of an extensive 
mosaic of habitats between Newhaven and Peacehaven forming a links between the Downs 
and the sea. There are a range of flora including spurge-laurel, mosses, liverworts and 
lichens covering the rock outcrops.  The area is valuable for local wildlife, including birds, 
burrowing mammals and invertebrates. 
 
The mixed vegetation within segments of the site and the sense of enclosure provide a sense 
of tranquillity and beauty.  The site is located adjacent to the heavily built up residential area 
of Newhaven and therefore provides a much needed area for informal recreation. 
 
The site scored highly in the appraisal for all the criteria. 
 
Management 
 
The area is one that is proposed to be devolved to the Town Council from Lewes District 
Council.  The timing for this to happen is at present uncertain. 
 
Designations 
SNCI 
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Huggetts Green 
 

 
 
 
 
 History 
 
The area between Fort Road, Chapel Street and the western quayside was once a green field 
known as Huggett’s Field and used for grazing cattle.  There are two local stories as to how it 
came by this name – one is that Huggett was the name of the local farmer who owned the 
cattle – and the other is that it is an anglicised version of “Huguenot” and comes from a link 
between the farm (which was at the intersection of Fort Road, South Road and Chapel 
Street) and the local priory.  Up until shortly after the Second World War there was a shingle 
rail track running along Huggett’s Field, that linked the Lewes to Seaford railway with the 
beach below Castle Hill next to the Western Breakwater. There was also an RAF base there 
into the 1970s. 
 
By the time of the development of the current houses and flats on West Quay which began 
in 2000 the area had become disused and was a mixture of unkempt grass, scrub and 
brownfield site. 
 
The current Huggett’s Green was laid out as an open space when the houses were built.  The 
town council asked local people what they would like it to be called and the name Huggett’s 
Green, after the historical name, was favourite. 
 
Assessment 
 
This site is located at the heart of the town adjacent to the river.  It is used for many events 
throughout the year such as the Fish Festival and the RNLI Fete.  It has a pleasant outlook 
across the river to the ferry terminal and the historic marine workshops which have recently 
been converted into the UTC@harbourside college; fishing boats moor alongside the green 
and houses in Chapel Street and Fort Road back onto the open space. 
 
The main part of the open space is laid to grass which is kept mown and is suitable for 
picnics and dog walking.  There are some trees and benches.  The green makes a pleasant 
spot to sit and watch the boats and ships go by in the harbour and enjoy Newhaven’s 
riverside and port related heritage.   
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Management 
 
The green is currently owned and managed by Lewes District Council.  The District Council 
has agreed to devolve the site to Newhaven Town Council.  This is expected to take place 
within the next 12-18 months.   The town council will continue to manage the site in the 
same way as it is managed now. 
 

 
 
 
 

Castle Hill Nature Reserve 
 

 
 
 
History 
 
The Castle Hill nature reserve is on top of the cliff to the western side of the harbour, 
overlooking the sea.  Relics found on Castle Hill include Stone Age struck flints, Neolithic 
pottery, the contents of a carpenter’s bag dating from the Bronze Age and early Iron Age 
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items. It is thought that fortifications were probably first built on Castle Hill in around 400BC.  
Nowadays the Castle Hill nature reserve is adjacent to the latest of these fortifications, 
Newhaven Fort, which is a Palmerston fort built in the 1860s, built to protect the harbour.  
 
Assessment 
 
The nature reserve is a mixture of unimproved chalk grassland and scrub providing ideal 
habitat for many birds, moths and other species, including rare species. 
 
The area’s history is apparent in the form of abandoned gun emplacements amongst the 
grass and scrub.   
 
The area affords magnificent views over the harbour mouth, across Seaford bay to Seaford 
Head and out to sea where the Rampion windfarm is currently being constructed.  It is a very 
tranquil and beautiful area and is much enjoyed by local people who use it for dog walking, 
picnics and kite flying.  Hang gliders use the cliffs in summer.  The cliffs are used by nesting 
birds and are of geological interest.   
 
The old Coastguard station is now manned by national charity Coastwatch who make the 
most of the unrivalled views to keep an eye on swimmers from the nearby beach as well as 
people in small boats using the harbour and the sea nearby. 
 
Fort Road Recreation Ground is at the foot of the hill and is linked to the Castle Hill Nature 
reserve. 
 
Management 
 
The nature reserve is owned by Lewes District Council and is managed by them with help 
from a local group of volunteers called Friends of Castle Hill who carry out tasks such as litter 
picking and habitat improvement.   
 
It is proposed that the site will be devolved from Lewes District Council to Newhaven Town 
Council in due course.   
 
Designation  
Brighton to Newhaven Cliffs SSSI and LNR 
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West Quay Open Space 
 

 
 
 
History 
 
This site is another remnant of Huggett’s Field as mentioned above and was laid out as a 
green space when the houses and flats were built on West Quay in the early 2000s. 
 
Assessment 
 
This is a small area laid to grass and kept mown, providing a green open space amongst the 
houses and blocks of flats which are adjacent.  It is adjacent to the river and provides 
pleasant river and harbour views.   
 
Management 
 
The green is currently owned and managed by Lewes District Council.  The District Council 
has agreed to devolve the site to Newhaven Town Council.  This is expected to take place 
within the next 12-18 months.   The town council will continue to manage the site in the 
same way as it is managed now. 
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Valley Ponds 
 

 
 
History 
 
The Valley Ponds were originally excavated during the nineteenth century to provide clay for 
an adjacent brickworks.  A historic map from 1913 shows the ponds were at that time fed by 
a local stream and surrounded by open pastures and allotments.  Subsequent maps show 
how development has encircled the ponds over time, cutting the ponds off from 
surrounding open landscape.  
 
The site was transferred to the Newhaven Urban District Council in 1967 by Shellvale Ltd, 
presumably the developers of the adjacent housing.  It entered the ownership of Lewes 
District Council on local government re-organisation in 1974, but was managed by 
Newhaven Town Council.  The District Council transferred the site to the Town Council in 
2010. 
 
Assessment 
 
There are five interconnected ponds which are fed by surface water runoff from the 
neighbouring streets.  The stream that used to flow down the valley to the ponds has been 
piped and built over by roads and houses, which means there is no longer a constant flow of 
water into the ponds.  Significant flow of water arises only during times of heavy rainfall. 
 
For much of the twentieth century the ponds provided a breeding ground for a very large 
population of common toads.    Unfortunately, a number of factors such as loss of suitable 
habitat as the surrounding area has been developed, pollution from surface water run-off 
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from nearby roads and increasing toad mortality on the roads has now reduced the 
population to a level where it is probably critically endangered. 
 
In attempts to give the toads and other wildlife their best chance of survival, marginal 
vegetation has been allowed to grow up around the ponds to provide suitable habitat and 
shelter.  The ponds are well vegetated with reeds but appear to contain little aquatic 
vegetation, probably as a result of the waterfowl and carp present.  There are a number of 
trees onsite, both mature willows and more recently planted native species. 
 
There is an open grassed area at one end of the site and mown grass paths are kept through 
the site during the summer to provide amenity for local residents.  Local families enjoy 
feeding the ducks and watching for tadpoles and other wildlife. 
 
As well as its significant value for local wildlife, the site provides local residents with a much 
valued haven of water and green growth in an urban environment. 
 
 
Management 
 
The site is owned and managed by Newhaven Town Council which strives to maintain a 
delicate balance between the need for the ponds to provide a drainage solution for local 
streets in times of heavy rain, the amenity value of the area for local residents and the needs 
of local wildlife. 
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Bay Vue Amenity Area 
 

 
 
 
History 
 
The Bay Vue Amenity Area was originally the garden of the adjacent boys school (now the 
Hillcrest Community Centre).  During the Second World War, air raid shelters for the school 
were installed at the garden, which was built up to accommodate them.  The boys grew 
vegetables in the garden. 
 
Following the opening of Tideway School (now Seahaven Academy) in the 1970s, the former 
school building was used as an adult education centre until Lewes Tertiary College decided 
to close it in 1995.  Following a local campaign to save the building, the board of trustees for 
the Hillcrest Community Centre took over the management of the building.  The former 
garden had already been given to Newhaven Town Council by East Sussex County Council in 
1985.  The Town Council is covenanted to hold the land for amenity purposes only.  An 
earlier covenant from 1935 forbids the erection of any building on the land or the use of the 
land for any trade. 
 
In 2013 a survey of the air raid shelters beneath the garden discovered that they were no 
longer in a safe condition and the amenity area had to be closed whilst work was 
undertaken to collapse the shelters and fill them in so that people could walk safely on the 
ground above.  
 
Assessment 
 
Following the works carried out in 2013/4 the area has been enhanced with sheltered 
seating, picnic benches, a disabled friendly path and small scale play equipment for small 
children.  The main area is grassed.  There is an area of scrub and trees at the southern end 
which provides some habitat for wildlife, and some low level planted flower beds. 
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Management 
 
The Bay Vue Amenity Area is owned and managed by Newhaven Town Council. 
 
 

 
 
 

Valley Road/Parkour Play-Area 
 

 
 
History 
 
The land which now forms this open space was transferred to the Newhaven Urban District 
Council by the developer of the surrounding estate, Chaucer Estates, under three separate 
titles between 1966 and 1998; a small remaining strip of land is expected to also be 
transferred during 2017.  Prior to the development of the Valley Estate, the Valley was a 
mixture of farmland and allotments. 
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On local government re-organisation in 1974, the site was passed to Lewes District Council. 
 
Assessment 
 
The site slopes steeply from Valley Road upwards to Maple Leaf Close and is largely kept as a 
mown grassed area.  On the more level section close to Valley Road there is an children’s 
play area, an area for ball games and a parkour area for older children and young people. 
 
The site has high amenity and recreational value for the residents of the nearby housing 
estate.  It provides a welcome green space in an urban environment.  It does not however 
score highly in terms of wildlife provision or natural beauty.  
 
Management 
 
The site is currently owned and managed by Lewes District Council.  The District Council has 
agreed to devolve the site to Newhaven Town Council.  Legal work on the transfer has 
already started and is expected to be completed within six months.   The town council will 
continue to manage the site in the same way as it is managed now. 
 
 

 

Bollen’s Bush 
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History 
 
Some older local residents spell this Bollen’s Bush and have fond memories of picking 
bluebells and building camps in the woods as children.  The area appears to have been 
wooded for most of living memory and connects to a wider tract of scrubland over the 
boundary into Peacehaven. 
 
Assessment 
 
The site is immediately behind Newhaven Cemetery and provides a wild and natural 
backdrop to the highly managed environment of the Cemetery.  There are allotments 
between the burial area of the Cemetery and the woodland. 
 
The site is a mosaic of woodland and heathland habitats intersected by a number of public 
footpaths. 
 
The area is highly valued by local people who use it for dog walking or country rambles.  It 
provides a tranquil oasis of natural wilderness on the fringe of the urban area of the town. 
 
The woodland is on a steep hillside and is dominated by ash and elm trees and contains a 
number of ancient woodland indicator species.  It has a fantastic bluebell carpet in May and 
has a very remote and wild feel to it at any time of year. 
 
The heathland is much flatter than the woodland and has large areas of gorse with 
occasional patches of heather.  It is full of small grassy clearings or glades which are great 
places to see butterflies and wildflowers in summer. 
  
Management 
 
The site is owned and managed by Lewes District Council. 
 
Designations 
Partly a site of nature conservation importance (SNCI) 
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Ouse Estuary Nature Reserve 
 

 
 
History 
 
The Ouse estuary was formed thousands of years ago by the meandering of the River Ouse 
between the chalk downs near Newhaven and Seaford. 
 
The land is shingle and mud and was drained for farming in medieval times.  Despite this the 
land has remained wet and despite being intensively farmed, has supported a rich variety of 
wildlife.   
 
The Nature Reserve was created in the 1990s to conserve wildlife and provide flood 
management when a new business park and road were built nearby. 
 
Assessment 
 
Most of the reserve is grazed by cattle from April to October with some fields rested each 
year to encourage wildlife.  Other areas are used to store floodwater and landscaped 
mounds are planted with native trees, shrubs and wildflowers to attract wildlife. 
 
In spring and summer the air is alive with the song of skylarks.  More than a hundred types 
of bird have been recorded.  The flood storage areas are only intended to fill up during 
heavy rain and recently have been very dry during the summer.  In winter they are a good 
place to watch seabirds. 
 
A bird watching screen overlooks a permanently wet area and provides good views of 
wildfowl such as teal, moorhen, shelduck and mallard.  There are also wooden sculptures by 
Steve Geliot, installed as part of Public Art in the South East. 
 
There are two public footpaths crossing the reserve and a new cycle track which goes all the 
way to Seaford and forms part of National Cycle Route 2. 
Routes are level and suitable for both adults and children.  The cycle track and the footpath 
to the bird watching screen are surfaced and are suitable for electric buggies and 
wheelchairs. 
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Management 
 
This green space is owned and managed by East Sussex County Council. 
 
Designations 
Designated as a site of nature conservation importance (SNCI) in 1993 
 

 

 
Nuns Walk 

 
 
History 
 
This small green pathway, fringed with trees, runs behind Neills Close to the lych gate of St 
Michael’s Church.   
 
It takes its name from the nuns of the Convent of the Immaculate Heart of Mary which stood 
in Church Hill from 1896 to 1940.  The bungalows in Neills Close are built on what were the 
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convent fields; the convent operated a boarding school, nursed the sick and had a laundry 
and dairy.  The nuns belonged to a French order. 
 
A small grotto containing a statue of “Our Lady of Lourdes” once stood at the end of Nun’s 
Walk and school children using the path to get from the convent to the grass tennis courts 
belonging to the convent (where there are now houses in First Avenue) used to have to say a 
prayer at the grotto as they passed by. 
 
Some of the convent buildings survive amongst more modern housing. 
 
Assessment 
 
This is a small green space which has value both historically and as an amenity path for local 
people.  It also forms a valuable wildlife refuge in a built up area. 
 
Management 
 
This is a right of way and is the responsibility of the East Sussex County Council Rights of 
Way team. 
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Neills Close 
 
 

 
 
History 
 
The green space in the centre of Neills Close is the remnant of the convent fields belonging 
to the Convent of the Immaculate Heart of Mary which stood in Church Hill from 1896 to 
1940.  
 
Assessment 
 
The area is laid mainly to grass which is kept regularly mown.  There are also some trees.  It 
provides an attractive and welcome green space in an urban environment. 
 
Management 
 
The green space is owned and managed by Lewes District Council, which also owns the 
bungalows in Neills Close.  It is maintained as part of their housing grounds maintenance 
contract. 
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Rose Walk Amenity Path 
  

 
 
History 
 
This land belongs to the Highways Department of East Sussex County Council, which must at 
one time have intended to use it for a road.  This potential use has never come to fruition; 
however, it is a popular walk through from The Rose Walk to Church Hill. 
 
Assessment 
 
There is a paved pathway with an area of grass alongside, which is kept mown and a number 
of trees.  The amenity path provides an attractive and welcome green space in an urban 
environment. 
 
Management 
 
The amenity path is managed by Newhaven Town Council on behalf of East Sussex County 
Council. 
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Green Space, South West of Denton Island 
 

 
 
 
History 
This green space was created when the adjacent development of the Sussex Downs College, 
SCDA nursery and community centre and Newhaven Enterprise Centre took place during the 
1990s and early years of the twenty first century.  Some of the site was once used for 
landfill. 
  
Assessment 
The main area is laid to grass, which is kept regularly mown.  There are also trees and 
shrubs. 
 
Management 
The area is owned and managed by Lewes District Council. 
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Recommendation 

 
One of the key things to be mindful of in designating Local Green Space is that the NPPF is 
not ambiguous in stating that Local Green Space is not appropriate for most green spaces or 
open space and that evidence needs to be compelling. 
 
The fact that there is no definition of what constitutes ‘an extensive tract of land’ does 
however create an element of uncertainty and previous Neighbourhood Plan examinations 
have shown that the meaning of ‘extensive’ varies with local circumstances. Local Green 
Space designation is not meant to be used to protect swathes of countryside which in turn is 
used to prevent development. 
 
The appraisal process at Table 1 on page 4 of this study has shown that both Meeching 
Down and Castle Hill meet all the criteria for designation at the highest level.  Their strength 
in history relates in the main to ‘social history’ and both sites are very much in the heart and 
minds of the local community. Although both sites are quite large, they do not create a 
barrier to development of the town generally and both have the character of providing a 
‘green lung’ to the surrounding built up area. 
 
In addition, Meeching Down has drawn interest from developers for residential 
development.  In 2015 Lewes District Council as part of their ’49 sites’ exercise, developed 
plans for some 96 homes on this site.  The Sussex Express date 15th October reads: 
   

Lewes District Council has adapted its proposal to build new homes at Meeching 
Down in Newhaven in response to feedback following initial consultation events. 
At a full council meeting on Wednesday, October 14, councillors heard revised plans 
for affordable, council-owned housing to be built at the 17-acre site as part of the 
New Homes scheme. 
The number of homes has been reduced from 96 to around 72, and around 75 per 
cent of the site will remain as open, green space for public use. The council plans to 
preserve this open space indefinitely by legal means and pass ownership of it to 
Newhaven Town Council. 
This area is classified as a Site of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI) and 
councillors this week agreed for further ecology studies to be carried out there. 
Councillor Andy Smith, Leader of Lewes District Council, said: “After the first round of 
consultation, it was clear to us that residents feel very strongly the proposal for 
Meeching Down required more thought. We have taken on board their feedback and 
an alternative proposal has been put forward. Alongside the building of urgently-
needed council-owned homes for our residents, we are investing to make sure this 
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green space is preserved, improving its accessibility so more people can enjoy it, and 
ensuring it supports a wider range of wildlife in the future.” 
 

Land at the periphery of Castle Hill was identified in early versions of the LDC Strategic 
Housing Land Availability Assessment, as having potential for development. 
 
Bollens Bush has many elements of ‘ancient woodland’ with indicator species, so in this 
aspect is ‘historical’.  However, it lays some way beyond the confines of the development 
boundary, so was not taken to comply with para 77 of the NPPF that requires green space to 
be ‘in reasonably close proximity’, whereas Meeching Down and Castle Hill abut the 
development boundary. 
 
Other sites assessed provide opportunities for formal and informal recreation and are also 
important to local residents.  They are valuable not only for physical reasons, but also for the 
sense of place and meaning that they give to areas around the town.  Where sites have not 
been included for designation, this is not to diminish their value and contribution to the 
community but is in recognition of all the criteria that must to be met through the appraisal 
process. 
 
However, all of the sites assessed are protected in the Draft Neighbourhood Plan under 
Policy R1 as set out below: 

 

 

Policy R1 – Recreation, Leisure and Local Green Spaces 
  

1. The Neighbourhood Plan supports the improvement of existing and the delivery of new 

quality formal and informal areas for recreation. 

 

2. Development which would result in the loss of existing areas of formal and informal 

recreation such as playing fields, amenity open spaces and allotments as listed below and 

identified on Proposals Map 4 will not be permitted unless: 

 

a) An assessment has been undertaken which shows the facility to be surplus to the 
requirements of Newhaven residents. 
 

b) Alternative provision is made elsewhere within the parish area that is at least 
equivalent in terms of size and amount of facilities offered, or would result in a net 
improvement in the quality of the facilities. 
 

        Sites 

1. Fort Road Recreation Ground 
2. Lewes Road Recreation Ground 
3. Eastside Recreation Ground 
4. Denton Recreation Ground 
5. Denton Cricket Ground 
6. Riverside Park 
7. Valley Road Play Area  
8. Bay Vue Amenity Area 
9. Western Road Amenity Area 
10. Huggetts Green 
11. West Quay Open Space 
12. Valley Ponds 
13. Drove Park 
14. Avis Road Open Space 
15. Bollens Bush 
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16. Ouse Estuary Nature Reserve 
17. Eastside Allotments 
18. Lewes Road  Allotments 

 

 
The following sites are recommended for designation as Local Green Space in the 
Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

Ref Name Size in hectares 

1 Meeching Down 
 

6.0 

2 Castle Hill 
 

13.0 

 


