ENVIRONMENT AND AMENITIES
COMMITTEE
Minutes of a Meeting of the Environment and Amenities Committee
held in Meeching Hall, Fort Road, Newhaven,
on Tuesday 11th June 2019 at 7.45pm.

PRESENT:

Councillors

Graham Amy (Chair)
Lesley Boniface (Vice Chair)
Heather Pinky McLean
Angela Simmons
Kim Bishop (substitute)

ATTENDING:

Councillors George Taylor, Phil Boorman and Paul Boswell

ALSO ATTENDING:

Jacky Main, Clerk to the Council
Ruth Durrant, Responsible Finance Officer
Lewes District Inspector Ed Ripley, Sussex Police
Chief Inspector Anita Turner, Sussex Police
Karen Rigby Faux, Community Liaison Officer, Burleys
District Councillor Julie Carr
24 members of the public

EA01/19

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Steve Saunders and June
Dyer.

EA02/19

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillor Lesley Boniface declared a personal interest in various items on the
agenda as she is the Chair of Friends of Riverside Park. It was agreed that this
interest was not prejudicial.
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EA03/19

MINUTES
The minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 26th February 2019 were
considered.
RESOLVED
That these Minutes be signed by the Chairman as a true record of the
proceedings.

EA04/19

ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR IN NEWHAVEN
Lewes District Inspector Ed Ripley and Chief Inspector Anita Turner attended the
meeting to speak about measures taken by the police to tackle youth anti-social
behaviour in Newhaven and across the district.
An audio recording of this session is available on the town council website.

EA05/19

PETITIONS/PUBLIC QUESTIONS
In connection with agenda item 11, the Community Garden at Lewes Road
Recreation Ground, a resident of Newhaven asked whether the town council
would consider reverting this space to a public amenity space for the enjoyment
of all local residents when the ownership of the Recreation Ground passes to it.
He suggested that the maintenance of the area could be included in the town
council’s regular grounds maintenance contract. He suggested a couple of
potential uses for the area and said that he felt there was no justification for the
current licence to SCDA to continue as they have been unable to use or maintain
the area as a Community Garden.
The Chair responded that this would be considered as part of the discussion of
this agenda item.

EA06/19

GREENHAVENS NETWORK
The committee received a presentation about the Greenhavens Network from
Karen Rigby-Faux, Community Liaison Officer, Burleys.
A copy of this presentation is available from the town council offices.

EA07/19

OUTDOOR TABLE TENNIS TABLES
The committee considered a report from the Clerk.
Following discussion, it was
RESOLVED:
• That the committee authorizes the Responsible Finance Officer to vire
income received from the Sussex Masonic Charitable Foundation and the
Chamber of Commerce into the Play Areas budget 301-4230 to provide for
the purchase of four table tennis tables
• That the committee authorizes the Clerk to make arrangements for the
purchase of the table tennis tables and their installation at the locations listed
in her report

~2~

EA08/19

GENERAL REPORT ABOUT MATTERS UNDER THE REMIT OF THIS
COMMITTEE
The committee noted a report from the clerk summarizing the current situation
with regard to the following matters under the remit of this committee:
•
•
•

EA09/19

Open spaces owned or managed by the town council
Buildings owned by the town council
The town environment

VALLEY PONDS
The committee considered a report from the Clerk about the following matters:
a) Repair to inlet culvert from Valley Road into Pond 3
RESOLVED:
To authorise the Clerk to accept the quotation from C J Thorne for the
repair of this culvert at a cost of £2,595.00 plus VAT because it is felt that
it is in the best interests of the council to use this contractor which
provided good service at this site last year.
b) Provision of two benches
Following discussion, it was
RESOLVED:
To authorise the Clerk to purchase two Allington benches in oak from
Orchard Street Furniture Ltd at a cost of £893.44 plus VAT and arrange
for their installation in the locations mentioned in her report.
c) Provision of two information lecterns
Following discussion, it was
RESOLVED:
To authorise the Clerk to purchase two oak lecterns for the site from
Shelley Signs at a cost of £1,970.00 plus delivery and VAT, following
liaison with the Chair over the information to be included.
Payment for all these items to be made out of the Amenity Areas budget line
301-4235.

EA10/19

LEWES ROAD HUT
The committee considered a report from the Clerk, together with two quotations
(a third quotation had been requested, but not received).
Following discussion, it was
RESOLVED:
To authorise the Clerk to accept the quotation from Woollard Roofing to replace
the roof at Lewes Road hut at a cost of £6,988.51, but to ask that stitchers rather
than rivets are used on the laps.
Payment for this to be made out of the Lewes Road Social Centre Repairs and
Maintenance budget line 203-4015.
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EA11/19

COMMUNITY GARDEN AT LEWES ROAD RECREATION GROUND
Councillor Graham Amy declared an interest in this item due to his role on the
board of trustees for SCDA.
Following discussion, it was
RESOLVED:
To approve the approach being taken by the Clerk of continuing to talk about the
future of this open space with different stakeholders, including SCDA, the
Friends of Riverside Park and the Tree Wardens and to bring a further report to
this committee in due course.

EA12/19

OUSE ESTUARY NATURE RESERVE AND RIVERSIDE PARK
The Clerk reported that East Sussex County Council has been considering the
future of some of the open spaces it owns and as part of this exercise, officers
from the County Council have been holding in depth conversations with officers
from the town council about the future management of the Ouse Estuary Nature
Reserve and Riverside Park.
Following this, the officers from East Sussex County Council have now
announced that they will be recommending to their Lead Member for Transport
and Environment that both sites be offered for transfer to the town council. In the
case of the Ouse Estuary Nature Reserve the freehold of the land would be
offered to the town council; in the case of Riverside Park the town council would
be offered a long term lease, thus protecting the town council from any future
liability arising from the landfill. The Lead Member will make a decision about
the transfers on 17th June.
If the County Council Lead Member agrees to these transfers, a full report will be
considered by the town council at its meeting on 23rd July.

.
EA89/19

BUDGET REPORT TO 31st MAY 2019
The committee noted the report to 31st May 2019.

There being no further business, the Meeting closed at 9.45pm

Date: ………………………………

…………………………………………………..Chairman
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