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PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 
COMMITTEE 

 
Minutes of a Meeting of the Planning & Development Committee 

held in the Hillcrest Centre, Bay Vue Road, Newhaven, 
on Tuesday 30th July 2019 at 9.15 pm. 

 
PRESENT:  Councillors Steve Saunders (Chair) 

Graham Amy (Vice Chair) 
Angela Simmons 
George Taylor 
Joe Emery 
Kim Bishop 
Phil Boorman 

 
ALSO ATTENDING:   Jacky Main, Clerk to the Council 

Susie Mullins, Head of Strategic Development 
Leigh Palmer, Head of Planning, Lewes and Eastbourne 
District Councils 
Lisa Rawlinson, Strategy and Partnership Lead for Growth 
and Prosperity, Lewes and Eastbourne Councils 
 (Case Officer for this application) 
Approximately 120 Members of the public 
 

 
 

PUBLIC MEETING 
 
A public meeting to discuss the Quarry Road Industrial Estate and Land at Harbour Heights 
application was held immediately prior to this committee meeting at the same venue and the 
following is a summary of the points raised by members of the public at the meeting: 

 
• It is already a nightmare travelling in and out of Newhaven in the morning and evening 

due to traffic congestion.  This development can only make things much worse. 

• This is not the only large development coming forward in Newhaven.  East Sussex 
County Council Highways needs to take the cumulative effect of all developments into 
consideration. 

• Additional infrastructure will be required such as schools and police. 

• People like and need to use their own cars, rather than car shares or to use buses.  
Buses are always full anyway. 

• Inadequate car parking in the Quarry. 

• Affordable housing – will this be for local people? 

• Concerns about the location of the doctor’s surgery.  

• Concerns about wildlife. 

• Concerns about lack of stability which could arise, as for instance they have at the 
Oakdene homes development on West Quay. 
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• Up to twelve years of construction traffic for Court Farm residents together with 
associated dirt and noise. 

• Poor air quality in the town as a result of increased traffic and its effect on local 
people’s health. 

• Lack of shops and other facilities in the town centre for additional inhabitants.  

• Possibly inadequate drainage including sewerage.  This issue has been raised by 
Southern Water too.  

• Roads should be built first.  

• A new settlement should be built, rather than squashing all these additional dwellings 
into Newhaven.  

• Concerns about what is proposed for the park – is it just an open space, or is it a 
proper park? 

• Affordable housing is not very affordable – social housing should be provided instead  

• The affordable and/or social housing should not all be in one place., but rather 
scattered more evenly across the whole site 

• Fields to the north of Court Farm Road provide a unique environment with valuable 
habitats for a variety of species or wildlife such as birds, butterflies, reptiles, bats, foxes 
and badgers.  This is a wildlife corridor between Castle Hill and South Downs National 
Park; this development will destroy this.  

• Undeveloped Downland by the sea is particularly precious and should not be 
developed. 

• This site is the last refuge for wildlife which has been driven out from elsewhere.  

• A plea for more small houses for young families with children rather than one-bedroom 
apartments.  

• Concerns about access for emergency vehicles, especially in view of problem parking 
at the bottom of Court Farm Road when there are football or cricket matches at the 
Recreation Ground. 

• Pointlessness of bicycle facilities at the top of such a steep hill.    

• Concerns about lack of up to date, professional and independent reports regarding 
wildlife and flora on this site which makes it impossible for this aspect to be properly 
assessed.  

• Concerns about lifeboat crew and coastguards getting through additional congestion 

• Cumulative effect on A259, not only from Newhaven developments, but also from 
planned developments in Peacehaven and elsewhere along the Coastal corridor.  

• Additional pressures on accessibility for people in wheelchairs and families with 
buggies and elderly people caused by cars parking on pavements, due to the volume of 
cars.  

• Impact on climate change of new developments like this. 

• Need for new trees to be planted as part of new developments. 

• Lack of contact from the developer with freeholders owning businesses in Quarry 
Road.   

• Inaccurate plans provided with the application which do not show the correct locations 
of existing businesses.  

• Concerns that the access road is too narrow for two-way traffic. 

• Impact of the construction on the existing businesses. 

• Concerns about whether the roads will be adopted by the County Council 

• Worries about what would happen if the developer didn’t provide recreation space as 
promised.  (Mr Palmer from Lewes District Council said a legal agreement would secure 
them and they would be required to develop infrastructure early in the development) 

• Additional problems for congestion at time of school run, plus lack of school places for 
additional children.  

• Incompatibility of new businesses with existing ones on Quarry Road. 

• Out of date transport assessment. 

• Need for additional disabled accessible play equipment and additional dropped kerbs 
across the town 
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• Employment – loss of employment space and consequent change to balance between 
housing and employment space. 

• Article 13 notices were not correctly issued to all freeholders. 

• Noise issues for residents of new flats in Quarry Road due to closeness to existing B2 
industrial businesses.   

 
P449/19 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

There were none, all members of the committee were present.  
 

P450/19 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

Councillors Joe Emery and Kim Bishop declared disclosable pecuniary interests in 
application LW/19/0378 because the value of their homes could be directly affected by 
the proposed development as their land shares a boundary with the development and 
is close to the proposed access point in Court Farm Road.  
 
Councillor Phil Boorman declared a personal interest in the same application because 
he knows the developer and is a member of the District Council, the County Council 
and the Fire Authority.  

 
P451/19 MINUTES 
 

The Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 23rd July 2019 were considered. 
 

RESOLVED: 
That these Minutes be signed by the Chair as a true record of the proceedings 
 

P452/19 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

Councillors Joe Emery and Kim Bishop left the room and took no part in the discussion 
or vote on the following application.  
 
The Committee considered the following planning applications:- 
 
LW/19/0378 Quarry Road Industrial Estate and Land at Harbour Heights  

Hybrid Application - Full Planning Application for the development of 
the Quarry Road Industrial Estate with erection of 955m2 of B1 office 
space, 376m2 of flexible B1/B8 space, 90m2 of A1 retail space, 
124m2 of A3 cafe space and erection of 265 new build apartments 
and associated works. Outline planning application at Land at 
Harbour Heights for the erection of 431 new dwellings (239 houses / 
192 apartments), provision of cafe, pharmacy and public park and 
associated works. The reserved matters are appearance, 
landscaping and layout. 
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P452/19 PLANNING APPLICATIONS  Cont …… 
 
 
       Following discussion, it was 
       RESOLVED: 

 
       To feed back the comments made by the public; and in addition: 
 

• Recommend that further investigation be carried out to explore the 
potential that an additional road access be provided to link the 
development direct to the A259, to overcome capacity and traffic 
impact issues along Fort Road/South Road 

• Strongly object as the proposal is significantly over the quantum of 
development in the region of 400 allocated in the Core Strategy.  The 
potential of this site to deliver nearly 700 homes was not screened 
through the SA or SEA process during the production of the Core 
Strategy, the delivery of which would be wholly unsustainable. 

• Include the need for dentists and other infrastructure.  

• Strongly object to the inclusion of land outside the development 
boundary. 

• The development does not comply with Core Policies in the Joint 
Core Strategy such as giving due regard to wildlife and air quality.  

• The application details do not give evidence that the development will 
be of high-quality design and construction which will relate well to the 
surroundings.  Opportunities for green roofs on commercial 
development in Meeching Quarry as required by the Neighbourhood 
Plan.  Also, opportunity for high standards of sustainable construction 
such as use of renewable energy and low and Zero carbon energy 
through built in technology. Opportunity for good quality aspirational 
housing for Newhaven to meet identified need.   

 
 
 
 
There being no further business, the Meeting closed at 9.35 pm. 
 
 
 
 
Date:  …………………………………… ……………………………………………………………. 

Chairman 


