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PROMOTION, PARTNERSHIP & FINANCE  
COMMITTEE 

 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Promotion, Partnership and Finance Committee 
held in Meeching Hall, Fort Road, Newhaven, 
on Tuesday 17th December 2019 at 8:00pm. 

 
 
PRESENT: Councillors Angela Simmonds (Chair) 

Christoph von Kurthy (Vice Chair) 
June Dyer 
George Taylor 
Paula Woolven 
Graham Amy 

      
ALSO ATTENDING:  Ken Dry, Clerk to the Council 

Ruth Durrant, Responsible Finance Officer 
     
 
PPF021/19 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Paul Boswell. 
 
PPF022/19 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

None. 
 

PPF023/19 PETITIONS AND PUBLIC QUESTIONS 
 

There were none. 
 
PPF024/19 MINUTES 
 

The minutes of the meeting of the committee held on Tuesday 19th November 2019 
were considered. 
 
RESOLVED: 
That these Minutes be signed by the Chair as a true record of the proceedings. 
 

PPF025/19 TO CONSIDER AND ADOPT REVISIONS TO THE GRANT AID APPLICATION 
PROCESS. 

 
The Chair outlined the proposed revisions to the process and discussion of these 
took place. 
 
 
RESOLVED: 
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1. That the proposed form/process be utilised for the next round of 2019 
applications but be amended to indicate grants of ‘…ideally up to £500,…’. 

2. That the Clerk ascertain the inception of the awards process for Newhaven 
Town Council and any legal and/or best practice information. 

3. Following 2 above the Clerk to bring forward a proposed process based on his 
research in March 2020. 

 
 
PPF026/19 DRAFT BUDGET & PRECEPT 2020-21 
 

The Clerk summarised his report in which he highlighted the lack of key information 
from Lewes District Council concerning Grant Monies and the Council Tax Base 
figure for 2020-21and the implications these could have for the Budget and Precept. 
 
RESOLVED: 
1. That the budget for the Tree Wardens (301.4511) be increased from £1000 to 

£3000 for the ensuing financial year. 
2. That the committee recommends that should Lewes District Council continue to 

charge ‘special expenses’ in 2020/21 for the sites to be devolved, Council 
adopts the budget drafted and sets the Precept at £570,083. 

3. That the committee recommends that if Lewes District Council decides not to 
charge ‘special expenses’ in 2020/21 for any of the sites to be devolved, Council 
makes appropriate provision in the budget for their maintenance and adjusts the 
Precept accordingly. 

 

 
PPF027/19 NEWHAVEN COMMUNITY AWARDS 2020 

 
The Clerk summarised his report which was followed by discussion concerning 
various aspects of the proposed scheme. 
 
RESOLVED: 
1. That the committee approves of the ‘branding’ and publicity materials and the 

indicative timetable. 
2. That the criteria for nominees and those nominating them be amended as 

follows: 

• Open to nominations of all age groups 

• That those nominated do not have to reside in Newhaven 

• Address matters of GDPR 
3. That each of the three successful nominees receive £100 and an engraved 

trophy. 
 
 
PPF028/19 TO CONSIDER THE MEETINGS SCHEDULE FOR 2020-21 
 

RESOLVED: 
The committee noted the proposed schedule and recommended it for adoption at 
the next meeting of the Full Council. 
 

 
PPF029/19 PROVISION OF A LAPTOP COMPUTER 

 
The Clerk summarised his report which was followed by discussion concerning 
various aspects of the proposed purchase. 
 
Members acknowledged the quotation achieved from Ingenio for this equipment 
though indicated that they believed it could be purchased more cheaply elsewhere. 

PPF029/19 PROVISION OF A LAPTOP COMPUTER (continued…) 
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RESOLVED: 
1. The committee approved of the purchase of the machine described. 
2. That the machine be sourced more cheaply under the advice of Cllr Taylor. 

 
 
PPF030/19 TO DISCUSS AND CONSIDER THE MARKING OF THE 75TH ANNIVERSARY OF 

VE DAY, MAY 8th 2020. 
 
 The Clerk made an oral report to the committee regarding this significant event 

indicating that he had received information concerning a wide range of activities and 
events being organised to take place at Newhaven Fort over the weekend of 8-10th 
May 2020, and additionally that he was awaiting for similar information from the 
Newhaven Branch of the Royal British Legion. 

 
 Members were asked to consider the council’s potential contribution, support and 

involvement on such a key date(s). 
 
 RESOLVED 

That any event or activity the council could identify and implement would likely 
prove a dilution of the offerings currently being considered by Newhaven Fort and/or 
the Royal British Legion. The Clerk was instructed to continue in liaison with both of 
these groups in order to provide any support required by each wherever possible. 

 
 
PPF031/19 BUDGET REPORTS TO 30th NOVEMBER 2019 
 

The committee considered those reports. 
 
The Clerk informed the committee that at the Personnel Committee of 4/12/19 it was 
agreed that an uplift of 2.5% be factored into the 2020/21 budget (to Salary 
102.4000 and NI & Pension 102.4001) in light of the fact that a national agreement 
on Local Government Salaries had yet to be determined, and that should such an 
agreement deliver a salaries uplift of greater than 2.5% it would be reported at a 
future meeting of this committee. 
 
The RFO indicated that there were no significant variances at hand. 
 
RESOLVED 

  To adopt the report. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.30pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Date: ………………………………        …………………………………………………..Chairman                                       


