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COUNCIL MEETING 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Newhaven Town Council 
held in Meeching Hall, Fort Road, Newhaven, 

on Tuesday 14th January 2020 at 7.45pm 
 
PRESENT: Councillors Graham Amy  (Chair of Environment & Amenities Committee 
       and Town Mayor) 

Lesley Boniface (Deputy Mayor) 
Steve Saunders (Chair of Planning & Development Committee) 
Angela Simmons (Chair of Promotion, Partnership & Finance 

Committee) 
Marlene Amy (Chair of Personnel Committee) 
George Taylor 
Kim Bishop 
Heather McLean 
Christoph Von Kurthy 
June Dyer 
James MacCleary 
Phil Boorman 
Paul Boswell 
Charlie Carr 
 

ALSO ATTENDING:  Ken Dry, Clerk to the Council 
    Susie Mullins, Head of Strategic Development 

Ruth Durrant, Responsible Finance Officer 
    Ted Packham, Newhaven Young Mayor 
    Karen Rigby-Faux (Community Liaison Officer) 
    Emma Allen (Statutory Funding Officer, South Downs National Park 
    Authority) 
    Marks Evans (Project Manager), Community Transport for the Lewes 
    Area (CTLA) 
    1 Member of the Public 

 
  

C052/20 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

The Chair indicated apologies from Cllr Diane Hall due to illness at short notice. 
 

 
C053/20 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

Cllr Heather McLean declared a personal interest in item 12 (C063/20) as a member of 
her family is employed at the Co-Op store. 
 
Cllr Saunders declared a personal and prejudicial interest in item 6 (C057/20) as he is 
a Trustee of CTLA. 
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Cllr. Taylor declared a personal and prejudicial interest in item 6 (C057/20) as he is an 
employee of CTLA. 
 

C054/20 MINUTES 
 

The Council considered the minutes of the meeting of Full Council held on Tuesday 
15th October 2019. 

 
RESOLVED: 
That these minutes be signed by the Chairman as a true record of the proceedings. 
 

 
C055/20 PETITIONS AND PUBLIC QUESTIONS 
 

There were none. 
 

C056/20 A PRESENTATION ON GREENHAVEN’S LOTTERY APPLICATION FOR THE 
CLIMATE CHANGE RESILIENCE FUND BY KAREN RIGBY-FAUX (COMMUNITY 
LIAISON OFFICER) AND EMMA ALLEN (STATUTORY FUNDING OFFICER, 
SOUTH DOWNS NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY). 

  
 Following the presentation members were given the opportunity to ask additional 
 questions. The council noted the content and thanked them for their presentation. 
 
C057/20 A PRESENTATION BY MARK EVANS (PROJECT MANAGER), COMMUNITY 

TRANSPORT FOR THE LEWES AREA (CTLA) IN A BID FOR CONTINUED 
FUNDING FOR THE #145 NEWHAVEN TOWN SERVICE (INC. VALLEY ROAD 
LOOP) SUNDAY AND BANK HOLIDAYS. 

 
 Following the presentation members posed a range of questions regarding operating 

costs, the differences between this service and that of ‘dial-a-ride’ also operated by 
CTLA, service ‘visibility’ generally overall patronage of the route by residents and the 
possibilities of a seasonal service offering as an alternative. 

 
 Cllr. McLean commented on the apparent lack of knowledge of the service at the local 

level and additionally the low levels of patronage. Mr. Evans indicated that the service 
was advertised widely on various websites and publications containing mainstream bus 
service timetables suggesting that services like this need approximately 5 years to 
grow to a wholly viable level and that the #145 had only been operating since April 
2018. 

 
 Cllr. Saunders suggested that further publicity of the service could be provided in the 

council’s quarterly magazine ‘Newhaven Matters’. 
 
 Cllr. Boorman asked if the service could carry signage acknowledging the council’s 

ongoing support with Mr. Evans indicating that possibility. 
 
C058/20 REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES 
 

The Council noted and adopted the acts and proceedings of the following committees. 
 

 Regeneration & Strategic Development    4th November 2019 
 
 Environment & Amenities     26th November 2019 
 
 Promotion, Partnership & Finance    19th November 2019 
          17th December 2019 
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 Planning & Development      15th October 2019 
          4th November 2019 
          26th November 2019 
          17th December 2019 
 
  
 
C059/20 YOUNG MAYOR 
 
 The new Young Mayor, Ted Packham attended the meeting and indicated that he 
 would be seeking to support SCDA in their ongoing Youth Counselling Work and that 
 of the mental health of young people across the town. Additionally, he will be looking to 
 support projects that provide opportunities for young people, get them off ‘the streets’ 
 to be safe and have fun. 
 
 
C060/20 TO NOTE AND ADOPT THE MEETING CALENDAR FOR 2020/21. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 That the calendar for 2020/21 be adopted. 
 
 
C061/20 TO CONSIDER THE PROPOSED BUDGET FOR 2020-21 AND SET THE PRECEPT. 
 
 The Clerk gave a precis of his report and indicated the chronology of actions and 
 events in development of the budget proposed. 
 
 The key factors influencing the same were cited as 1) a ‘zero’ annual grant from Lewes 
 District Council, 2) a significant reduction in the Council Tax Band figure and 3) the 
 impacts of devolution, where East Side Rec., and Valley Road Parkour have  had to be 
 factored into this Precept calculation. The Clerk encouraged members to accept that 
 the devolution of land assets to the council in future years will have similar impacts 
 upon future budget/Precepts. 
 
 The council considered the report from the Clerk. 
 
 Following discussion, it was 
 RESOLVED: 
 To ratify and adopt this budget thereby setting the Newhaven Town Council Precept at 
 £539,506 for the financial year 2020-21. 
 
 
C062/20 TO CONSIDER THE OPTIONS FOR THE REFURBISHMENT OF MEECHING HALL. 
 
 The Clerk gave a precis of his report outlining a range of options for the council. 
 
 The council considered the report of the Clerk though indicated that further information 
 was required before a decision could be made on this matter. 
 
 Following discussion, it was 
 RESOLVED: 
 1). That no further action be taken in the context of refurbishing Meeching Hall, 
 2). That the Clerk establish a further working group of elected members in order to 
 research and provide additional information to a later council meeting. 
 
 
 



 - 4 - 

C063/20 TO CONSIDER THE PLACEMENT OF TRAFFIC BOLLARDS OUTSIDE AND  
 IMMEDIATELY ADJACENT TO THE CO-OP SUPERMARKET AT THE MINI-
 ROUNDABOUT, FORT ROAD, GIBBON ROAD AND WEST QUAY. 
 
 The Clerk provided a precis of his report. 
 
 Following consideration and discussion; it was 
 RESOLVED: 
 1). That the Clerk seek relevant license permissions and 
 2). Seek quotations for this work, reporting the same to a subsequent meeting of the 
  Environment & Amenities Committee. 
 
 At 21:40Hrs Cllr. Dyer left the meeting. 
 
 
C064/20 REPORTS FROM DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
  
 District 

Cllr. Saunders reported that there had been notable flooding at Denton and that the 
Flying Fish PH was adversely affected by this on Christmas Day. He further stated that 
he was unaware of any other store of sandbags than that of the garage on Valley 
Road. Officers indicated that there was a store of additional sandbags at Newhaven 
Cemetery and that the Clerk or Caretaker/Amenities Officer could be contacted in an 
emergency should they be required. 
 
Cllr. Saunders then informed the meeting in regard to the old Fort Road Offices 
development, that in late February 2020 the road would be closed for a number of 
consecutive days as the new modular housing for the site is craned into position. 
 
Cllr. MacCleary informed the meeting of the following matters; 

• The Peacocks store is now to remain within the town 

• The new Veterinary Surgery would be opening imminently 

• The old Co-Op store has been earmarked for development 

• The play equipment at Fort Road Rec was set to be replaced by LDC, similarly 
the play equipment at East Side Rec is to be renovated/upgraded. 

• That a report would be going to LDC Cabinet regarding the relocation of the 
Robinson Road depot to Avis Way. 

• The Enterprise Zone were currently operating a consultation exercise to 
ascertain the wants and aspirations of residents etc., 

• Management of the Enterprise Centre is to be taken over from ‘Basepoint’ by a 
Hastings Coy called ‘Let’s do Business’. 

• Following consultation with Sussex Police and ESCC street lighting in Elphick 
road will remain on throughout every night with immediate effect. 

• The Harbour Heights development has received a significant volume of 
objections and LDC have requested a similar level of amendments to their 
application. 

• CIL monies have been dispensed to address the Tennis Courts, provide a new 
MUGA at the site of the Basketball courts and an allocation of £300K for 
Seahaven Academy. 
 

County 
Cllr. Boorman informed the meeting that the role CEO for West & East Sussex are to 
be shared and that Age UK had shut down in the town. 
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C065/20 REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES 
 

Cllr. Simmons informed the meeting that she had unfortunately missed the last meeting 
of the Historical Society on June 6th 2019 and reminded all that the Museum would re-
open in April 2020. 
 
Cllr. Simmons also informed the meeting that she had missed a meeting for Newhaven 
Day Club on January 13th 2020 with further information regarding this and the Age UK 
closure being provided by Cllr. Woolven.  

 
 
C066/20 TO CONSIDER AND ADOPT THE LIST OF PAYMENTS MADE DURING OCTOBER, 
 NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER. 
 

Clarification of certain items of expenditure listed were requested by Cllrs Boswell and 
Giles to which the RFO explained. 
 
Cllr. Giles asked if a breakdown of expenditure made with the Corporate Credit Cards 
could be provided. The RFO agreed that this could be done and reiterated that every 
item of expenditure is scrutinized by elected members prior to invoice payment. 
 
Cllr. Giles stated that he felt that the Salary Administration costs provided by the 
current service provider were high (at circa £54pcm). The RFO indicated that a 
comparative quotation would be sought from another similar provider. 
 
The RFO reminded members that the ‘print out’ provided does not give all specific and 
individual spend details thus creating the impression that certain items of expenditure 
appear wholly excessive, when in fact the item is one of a long list with the total noted 
against it. 
 
The RFO suggested that where members require clarification of expenditure or income 
at the meeting, they contact her a week beforehand in order that she may collate all 
relevant information. 
 

 RESOLVED: 
To approve the lists of payments as presented. 
 

 
C067/20 TO RECEIVE AN ORAL UPDATE ON ONGOING MATTERS OF REGENERATION 

ACROSS THE TOWN FROM THE HEAD OF STRATEGIC DEVELOPMENT. 
   
 Consultants have been commissioned to develop a business case including 
 stakeholder input for the first floor of the Library. LDC & ESCC are liaising closely and 
 elected members will be canvassed for their input with the results of this to be 
 distributed in due course. 
 
 The electrical kiosk for the Bandstand electrical has been installed and now all is 
 required is some trenching to connect the electric supply to the Bandstand itself. 
 Completion due in the next few weeks. 
 
 Business Listing work has begun in liaison with LDC and the Enterprise Zone. 
 
 Newhaven Arts Festival will again take place this year on the back of previous sold out 
 events and the HSD will report progress at a subsequent meeting. 
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 The Energy Recovery Facility project is ongoing, with consultants in place to progress 
 the project over the next six months with the primary of objective of heat lost from the 
 incinerator being recovered and reused on a local grid. 
 
 Work is ongoing with the Community Rail Partnership on the ‘Adopt a Station’ 
 initiative and there are a number of elements we are working to encompass at each of 
 the town’s stations. 
 
 Cllr. McLean asked for an update on the UTC. Cllr. MacCleary replied that Maria 
 Caufield (MP) was attempting the expedite matters in liaison with the Department of 
 Education. 
  

Cllr. Boorman extended his thanks to Susie Mullins for the successful Christmas event 
at the Bandstand. 
 
Cllr. Woolven requested an explanation of the ‘Towns Fund’ of £25M announced by 
central government. Cllr. MacCleary indicated that this was indeed progressing, and 
that a ‘Towns Fund’ Board had been set up at district level to determine awards and 
administrate the same. The make-up of this board has been heavily proscribed by the 
government and has to operate within strict guidelines. 

 
 
There being no further business, the Meeting closed at 22:05hrs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Date:  ………………………………………. ……………………………………………………………… 

Town Mayor 


