
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To:   Environment & Amenities Committee    Agenda Item 5.  
 

Date:    11th March 2025 
 
Report Contact: Town Clerk – Ken Dry 
 
Subject:    Ecology Surveys 
 
 
1. The purpose of this report is to request that the committee authorises the engagement of D. 

Archer Associates to develop an Ecology Survey and 5-year Management Plan for Riverside 
Park and Ouse Estuary Nature Reserve (OENR). 
 

2. Currently both of the aforementioned land masses are owned by East Sussex County Council 
(ESCC), with Lewes District Council (LDC) having a 50% freehold of Riverside Park. Both land 
masses are currently on the continuum for devolution to Newhaven Town Council (NTC). 

 
3. OENR will come to NTC as a freehold ownership with a significant amount of legal work and 

due diligence tasks having been completed by council officers and solicitors to date. Riverside 
Park which is situated atop a previous land-fill site, and as members will recall, this site will 
remain in the 50/50 freehold ownership of ESCC and LDC, it being devolved to us on a 99year 
lease in mitigation of any hazardous waste issues in the future. 

 
4. Having already completed an Ecology Survey and 5-year management plan for Valley Ponds 

and Meeching Down to a very high standard, the Town Clerk also requested a quotation for a 
similar exercise for OENR and Riverside Park as follows. 

 
Riverside Park - £2880 Ex VAT (+/- £250) 
OENR - £2550 Ex VAT (+/-£250) 

 
5. NTC and its solicitors continue to await a satisfactory conclusion of all legal matters from ESCC 

and LDC on both land masses and are not aware of a likely date for the same. 
 

6. The town council’s financial regulations state that where the value of works or specialist 
services is below £7,500 and above £2,000 the Clerk should strive to obtain 3 estimates.  
However, this is not required if the committee feels that it is in its best interests to use a 
contractor which it has already engaged for other work (Contracts 11.1.a. viii). 
 
Members will already be aware of the professional and excellent work provided by D. Archer & 
Associates to date. 

 
7. Recommendation: 

That the Committee authorises the engagement of D. Archer & Associates for this work at a 
total cost of £5430+VAT. 

TOWN COUNCIL OFFICES 
18  FORT ROAD 

NEWHAVEN 
EAST SUSSEX 

BN9  9QE 
 

Tel: (01273)  516100 
Email: admin@newhaventowncouncil.gov.uk 

 
 

N E W H A V E N  T O W N  C O U N C I L 

Ken Dry 
Town Clerk 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To:   Environment & Amenities Committee    Agenda Item 6.  
 

Date:    11th March 2025 
 
Report Contact: Town Clerk – Ken Dry 
 
Subject:    Maintenance of Tree Planting at Newhaven Cemetery. 
 
 
1. The purpose of this report is to request that the committee authorises the engagement of 

Bonny’s Wood (Arboriculture Contractor) to undertake annual maintenance to ensure regrowth 
of coppice and planting following the Ash Die Back felling on the Northern Boundary of 
Newhaven Cemetery. 
 

2. Bonny’s Wood are the contractor who originally undertook both the felling and re-planting work 
at this location, these activities being in strict compliance with the Felling Licence for the same. 
The proposed maintenance work forms part of the same licence requirements and will involve 
x3 staff on an annual basis for an entire day to brush cut all undesirable weed and regrowth in 
the felled area. 

 
3. The committee will be aware that Bonny’s Wood have conducted other work for the town 

council on previous occasions, and that the standard of their work has been found to be 
excellent and their commitment to customer service and local wildlife very high. The Company 
proprietor is also fully qualified for this work being an ISI Certified Arborist and ISA qualified 
Tree Risk Assessor. 

 
4. The town council’s financial regulations state that where the value of works or specialist 

services is below £7,500 and above £2,000 the Clerk should strive to obtain 3 estimates.  
However, this is not required if the committee feels that it is in its best interests to use a 
contractor which it has already engaged for other work (Contracts 11.1.a. viii). 
 
Members will already be aware of the professional and excellent work provided by Bonny’s 
Wood to date. 

 
5. Recommendation: 

That the Committee authorises the engagement of Bonys Wood for this work at a total cost of 
£2160+VAT. 

TOWN COUNCIL OFFICES 
18  FORT ROAD 

NEWHAVEN 
EAST SUSSEX 

BN9  9QE 
 

Tel: (01273)  516100 
Email: admin@newhaventowncouncil.gov.uk 

 
 

N E W H A V E N  T O W N  C O U N C I L 

Ken Dry 
Town Clerk 
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